- GET UP, STAND UP Fesus Fernandez of the Center for
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Community Advocacy at the Nov. 22 COPA meeting.
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‘BY JESSICA LUSSENHOP

HE SUNDAY afternoon
convention of Communities
for Organized Relational
Power in Action (COPA) at
the Henry J. Mello Center in Watsonville
had just a touch of megachurch fervor to
it. There was cheering and waving of hands
and twirling of noisemakers as the names
of 18 religious institutions gathered in the
auditorium were read off—St. John the
Baptist Episcopal, Assumption Catholic
Church, Temple Beth EL
But the collection taken up from the
roughly 800 attendees was telephone
numbers and email addresses, and the
higher power the crowd was appealing
to was District 17 Congressman Sam
Farr. Sitting at a long table marked
with a banner that read “Prosperidad
Compartida;’ four COPA leaders hit
Farr with questions pertaining to the

ower to the People

ite to battle poverty

organization’s four top issues—housing
foreclosure, health care, immigration
reform and public safety—as he sat
alone behind a banner that read “Shared
Prosperity””

“Chase Bank has responded [to us]
and, Feb. 6th, will have a loan mitigation
officer meet with our families;” said COPA
Housing Team leader Meg Campbell. “Can
you help us get Bank of America and Wells
Fargo to these workshops?” A translator in
the wings of the auditorium murmured
the question in Spanish into his receiver.

“I will not only contact both of these
banks, but the Federal Reserve; which these
banks are accountable $o,” said Farr, and the
room—which included county supervisors
from Santa Cruz and Monterey, as well as
Watsonville City Council and the mayor of
Salinas—burst into applause.

COPA self-identifies as a grassroots
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