


COPA Encourages an Ambitious flousin$ Agenda

flandidates 
for the three open county:sufryisor seats have made

t appearances at many voter fonrme to fet nCofle know where they

stand on tAe issues they champion. COpAt !,qrn*nittes Organlzed for

Relationat Power in Aetion, opted inste-ad to,te.fl,,candidate+ what its

m e m b e r s w a n t t o s e e h a p p e n i n g i n | o c a | g o v 6 r n 1 n e n t . ]
,Atrout 350 people crowded lnta ttri *util'lmrry rosm x uvC Oatr

Efementary o{l May L2 to support progress in nine specific areas, ask-

ing each candidate to answer whether.,,or fiot he'or'$he would a$rce to

hetp, Many did, and even those candldateeLwho..idld not suppor!. eY,9rY.
efehent praised the group's rnemberC'ff tafiin$'..fll aeJive role in'the

election process.

,GOPA's agenda, developed over seveial.ffinths of dfscusslone lv hln

its member churches, temples and neighbor{rood organizations, focused

on four broad categ€ries: improving 
TTsIic 

development, affordable

h o u s l n g , p u b l l c s a f e t y a n d h e a i t h c a r e ; . . ' . . ' . ' : .
GOPA is a non-partisan gloup and Sfl no,t endorye candidatss, bui

strives to ldentify and work with efgcled,cfife.ials,who suppsrt COPA's,
'shared prosperity" agenda.

, ,,,,,,;.eQp|[ leaders have also b$ wofking tC,.ffirc ftese goatb within';..its,.,

mC-*trei'gnouFs, which brougtt a to-tal,ff,moit,tftffi t,400 ppoit,{l#,

natures to fre event and want to,htt,,rr,0OO, ,thU'.et ton,,', , ' '

.COPA menrber Karen Malloy estlqqted,that gqgh si$natu,rc tFrtesent-

ed a half-hour conversation expthin;ng,.ttre'i'is$Hes.Cfid'F s.:,',: , ' :, , ,

. COPA's agenda identified nlne speeific,€g3f",,,offi,i*,the ,brg$r 
cate.

gories. These include expanded traini;4l,qpportunitiosr,rez-o4ing fand for

affordable housing, preerving existing,,mopilu, hme :parkg and Section

I [fede ral i y fu nded ] apa rtm ents, es-tabtlshtngi yonth pq.o€ralns,r pFeseFV-

ing county heatth cane programs and ineiuding'ra*A-tarm caie'labi,iities:

This fiorum expanded on COFA's similar effort during the 2006 Thitd

m ;;i.;n"ii*; *hich Near co#;l , U|.'..Uid.* iiJiirst actions was
to take hirn on a tour of the county's only re$evelopment district, show

iii* prtots and dtscuss ptans. supgivffi,#i*L n" iiu*t"** rot irr* oio

Each of the candidaies May t2 agreed to rneet with COPA within 30

d a y s o f t a k | n g o f f i c e ' i ' ' . l . . . . . . '
ln exchange, COPA promises to hayg rnembors attend meetings and

stay informed. tt has already played an astive rcdg in advocating for

affordable housing rezoning, and members $an to,atterd the June 10

supervisor's meeting to support such an effprt' :
: lt also arranged for Santa Cruz Adult ScHosl tc offer gnglish o,[;tses

In live Oak, and has been developing ah,*achievCmcnt' emy" to

ff91$l:111"Y_to;1yo:try ll ',,,---

The Mid-County Post I  May 27 -  June 9,  2008

f
e
{
n
f,

Cf'-
F
IE

Eo
tI

E rao
T

C?s,
II

J
CL
I r

CLs,
FFoa
T
-
E To
-
t l

F+
I T

No
i l r

F| t ,
0)
E

oo
E
r!|
J
t'+

!
-o
0q

-

!,
3o
!t
Ir
J
CL
ao
-

r r
(?
oa

-J

o'
o
-
a
V)
C

o
U,
-
=
o
c
o.
o
.U
c
(t
- l

c)
a
o)'+
o(+

;-+t
--r

o-s
o-
0)
g
o

cl
o
-rt
-,
a
- l

r+

o
=
o-
rn'-
-ts.
-o
ql

)-
-)
-)
o
=
r+o)

c)
*,
o
-
e

T-
o
(-
L-

9.
-
4

oo,



by Linda Fridy

l a t  can  and  sho r - r l d  t he

corirlry' go\,ernnlent provide
to i ts c i t izensi

In t ight  budget t i rnes such as these.
ir nr;ry be easy fc.rr countl slrpen'isor
cand ida tes  to  express  suppor r  fo r
nlan),  prograrns,  l - rut  t ru ly rnaking
progress wil l require rvil l ingness to
f ind money and bLr i ld consensus.

The Mid-Conn\ Posl asked local can-
didates rvhcre they would focus their'
energ)'- if elected to the Board of
Supervisor-s.

Three of the fit,e seats on the Boald
of Supervisors are up for election

|r-rne 3, with runofTs as needed set for
November. Two of those seats, the
First  and Second Distr icts,  represent
the Mid-Counry and with a widely
varying populat ion,  ref lect ing the
myriad concerns and needs of cor-rnty
res idents .  

'

The First District, whose crirrent
supervisor Jan Beautz is ret i r ing,
ranges from the upscale neighbor-
hoods of Carbonera in Santa Cruz and
the expansive properties of eastern
Soquel to the more closely packed
neighborhoods, apartments and
rnobile home parks of Live Oak, Capi-
tola and Soquel Vil lage. Live Oak par-
ticularly is also home to many Spanish-
speaking and low-income families.

Five candidates hope to win that

seat:  Michael  Pisent i ,  Wi l l iam Hu.-u,

]ohn Leopold, Carolyn Busenhart and

Betty Danner.

f 'he Second Distr ict  a lso includes

parts of  Capi to la and conl inues to see

denser developnlent in both Seacl i f f

and land adjacent ro Clabr i l lo Col lege.

Ftrrther sollth, the clistrict 's neighbor-

hoods gro\r rnore afllnent. often bor-

dering life-sri'le blocks, snrall fanrrs and

open space.

Trvo-term incurnbent Ei len Pir ie

faces rhro challengers, Doug Deitcli

and Dan lbung.

How to  Address Cr ime

flandidates fc,;r '  both distr icrs agree

that  publ ic  safen 'and r is ing gar lg  acr i r - i6 '

are  pr inrara '  concems amor- lg  res ic lents .

br-rt  offer dif ferent \ ,-a) 's t i re col lr)n'  can

f ighr  back,

The nnincorpor-ated areas are sc'n'ed

b;, rhe Sheriff's Office. r,r,l'rich has been

understaffed for set 'eral years, often

result ing in a tr iage approach for l iow to

zrssign officers.

Public saferl ,  is the rop priorin'  for

First Distr icr candiclate Danner, a busi-

r less col lsul[ant and forrner director of

the counry's CriminalJustice C<-runci l ,  as

lve l l  as  Second Dis t r ic t  cha l lenger

\br-rng, a music teacher and founder of

the Surfr ider Foundation.

Danner would draw on her long-term

relat ionship with county-wide law

enforcemerlt  and knowledge of success-

ful programs thar serve famil ies and

neighborhoods with gang acti\.it)'.
"These are proven strategies that have

made a dif ference in people's communi-

[ ies , "  she sa id .

She praised revived Neighbolhood

Watch efforts, and would work rr'ith

thern to bui ld confidence.

"They need backup, They' need to

know r,vho to reach and what rhat

response is going to be," she said..

Young supports multi-counry* efforts

to stem gang acti \ i t \ ' ,  saying, "I t  doesn't

s top  a t  t he  counh 'bo rde rs . "

As the father of t l rree now-grown chi l-

dren. Young also bel ieves [hat parents of

juver-r i le gang members should be i-reld

accountable for their chi ldrer-r 's act ions.

"The,v  need to  be he ld  respons ib le .  ' I

c l idn ' t  kno\ r , '  i s  r )o t  a l l  acceptab le

l-espolrse. \Ve shoulci charge tl-rert'r with

cont r ibut ing to  the de l inquencv of  a

minoq"  he sa id .

Leopold Criticizes Sheriff's Department
i t ' iany car-rdidates agree that the f irst

step to deterr ing crime is to get i l lore
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Sl r r : r ' i l f '  < lep r r t i cs  t> r t  t hc  s t roo ts

a t r r l  i r r  ( l t t :  r t c i g l r l r o t ' l r o o < l s .

I , ' i r s t  D is t r i t ' t  cu r rc l i r l u t c  - f  oh r r

[ , t : o l x r l r l  c  r - i t i r  i z - c r l  t l r t '  c ( ) tu ] l y

l i r r  w : r i t i n g  r r r r t i l  t h i s  M u y  t o

b c q i r r  l  s t r r < l y  o l  l l r t :  r ' c t : r ' r r i t i r r g

l u r r < l  r ' < ' l t : n t i o r r  p r  o l l l c n r .  H e

1 r r > i r r t s  t ( )  (  l : r l r r i l l o  ( l o l l c g e ' s

c l t ' r ' i s i o r t  t r i  t : r1 l : r r r t l  l aw  cn fb r r ' e -

rn t ' n I  t r  l r i r r i r rg  I ) l ' t l g r ' : u r r . s ,  n r t t l

l r e l i t - v c . s  t l r t '  < ' o t r r r t v  s l r o t r l c l

cxp l t t r c l  s i r r r i l i r r  k inc l s  o [ ' c f l i r r  t . s .

B r r s t ' t t l u t r t  s : r i t l  t l r a t  l l r t r

( ( ) t u l l y  s l r o t t l t l  t c r l t t i t t '  n ( ' w

o l l  i t - t : r  s  t ( )  s i g r r  : r  ( ' ( ) r )  t  r ' ; r ( ' t

; r r 1 t < ' t ' i r r g  t t l  r ( ' l ) : r V  t r . r i r r i l t g

t -Os ls  i l '  t l r t ' ; ,  <19  r r6 t  s tu t ,  l i l r " r

(  ( ) n t t - l r ( ' l c c l  l r r r r o i r r t I  r l l '  t i t t r t ' .

l : t i r  l t ' ,  l t < l l vc t , c r ' ,  vv t i r r - i t :< l  t l r : t t

s r r< ' l t  : rn  r r l ) l ) l ' ( )a<  l r  t ' o t r l c l  c le t t ' r '

I X ) t ( ' r t t i : r l  r l t ' 1 r t r l  i t ' s .
' ' - [ ' l r : t t  

r vo t t l t l  r t r : r l i t '  r r s  l css

r  r ) r r ) l ) t : l i t i v c  w i t l r  o t l r c r -  o r g u n i -

z ; r t i o l r s , "  s l r t '  s l r i r l .

S l r t '  l r c l i t : \ ' os  l ) l  ( )q ' r ' l r r l r s  s r - r t  l r

: t s  l t < l t l i t i o t u r l  l t t : l 1 r  l v i t l r  r n ( ) r  t -

e : r 1 l ( : s .  w l r i r  l r  t l r c '  c ( ) u l r t v  i s

i r r r l r l c r r r c r r t i r r q ,  l r c l p  y ( ) u n s -

Btrscnhar-t worrld also aclvcr

c.; i te l ix '  hzu'sher penalt ies for

gang cr- inres, siry' ing that ivould

detcr -  o thers ,  howcvet '  cour t

sorl ter)cir lg is t l re ptrrwier,v of '

ther c:r. inr in:r l  j rrst ic e systerl).
( ) t l r t ' r '  r  : r n r l i da t cs  wa r r l  pos i -

t ive nltenr:rt ives f i i r  students.

Young rvot r lc l  l i ke  to  see

: r f ' tc ' r -school  yor - r th  proqrarns

Center, which also houses the

county parks department.

furother possible chal lenge

to publ ic  safe ty  is  reduced

fundirrg tbr the county's 9-l-1

cal l  center because of recent

court decisions, a possibi l i ty

that r,vorries First District candi-

date Hzry, a ret ired DMV

adrn in is t ra tor ' .  t le  sa id  t re

the Grand Jury that reviewecl

the system. "I t 's one of the

best-operated pr-rblic agencies

that exists," he said.

Addressing the Environment

Several candidates warrt thc

coull ty to Llse i ts land nlanage-

n lent  jur isd ic t ion to  address

environnrental concerrrs.

Second Dis t r ic t  candidatc

Doug Deitch bel ieves that pr '<-r-

water trsc lty str-arvllcny farms,

and rvould work to decrease

ttre aln()r,ult  o{ '  larrd used to

produce berrr ics. Without that

dr  a in  on t l re  water -  supply ,

De i t ch  be l i eve  s  t he  coun ty

cou ld  n r : t i n ta i n  adeq t ra te

l 'cser-vcs arrcl crcatc rnore tr igh-

pay i r rg . ;obs.

Both Pir ic ancl Vrurlg agree

that  watcr  is  an i rnr t red ia te  con-

cet . r ' r ,  but  c lo  not  wish to  lose

prirne asricultural land. T'hey

warlt  to inclrrcle fzu'nrers in zrny

so lu t i on .

I - l : ry 's  cnv i r -<>rr rnenl .a l  c ( ) l t -
( ' ( ' r  n s  l i r t  r r s  o r r  t l r t '  i r r r l l a c t  , r f

g l ob : r l  wa rn r i nq ,  h i s  t op  p r i -

o r i t v . ' f h e  c o u n &  n e e d s  n < l L

orr ly  [o  cn( .o t raqe redLrc ing

c i l l l r o r r  c rn i ss i ons  l l r r t  a l so  t r r

s top  i s : j L r i ns  l t L r i l d i r r u  pe rm i t s

i lr  a r-c'zr..s th a t woulcl Lre

inrpztc  tec l  by  r - is ing .sc : r  leve ls ,

hc  sa i c l .

Yrrrrrrg br: l ieves the county

slrctrr lcl  clo rnorc to zrdvance

strst:r irr ;rbl c hor rsi  r t{ ,  enrptrasiz-

i ng  n r i t rwa te r  r e ten t i on  and

ofticers e'stablish roots in the available fi-rr programs in Live

conrmtrrr ir l ' .  Oak at the Simpkins Swim

houscd r ,v i th  r t

shc l i f  l ' ' s  s t r t is ta-

t ion.  which worr ld

c lo  r t ro le  L l t ; rn  pr  o-

v i r le  : rn  ac ' ldec l

scnsc t> f  ser  r r r i ry .

" l( icls wotr lcl  gel

tt,r knorv l;,tr,v

e t t t o t ' r  C n t c r t t  : t s

[ r ' i en r l s , "  he

expl : t in t :c l .

In tight budget times such as these,
it may be easy for county supervisor
candidates to express support for
many prograffis, but truly making

progress will require willingness to
find money and build consensus.

t e c t j r r g  [ l r e  c o r r n -

t ) ' ' s  wa t ( ' r  s r  r p l r l v

s h o u l d  b t '  t l t t '

t  o u t r t y ' s  n L n u -

be t -o r t c  conc ( ' r ' u ,

a  p l a t f o r r r t  l r t '

l t as  l u l r  ( ) n  scvc l '

a l  t i r r r e s .  I l c  t o r r -

t i nues  t o  u rqe

t l t c  B o a r  d  o {

S r r p e l v i s o r s  l r  r

Leopolt l  is a.rrothcr- strong

pl 'oporlen t ot '  ex1>:rncl i  rrg yorrth

I)r()grirrns.
"!Vr: neccl senicers for young

pc<ip le  anc l  tan i i l i cs  where they

l i v c  a r rd  r r oL  j r - r s t  i r r  Sa r t t a
( I 'u2, "  l tc  su i<1.

L)anner said spzrce is readi ly

would actively support passing

a tax i f  the crrrrent fees must

be put to the votcr-s.

"Al l  our enler-ger)cy agen-

cies rely on that lcerrter] to set

inftrrrnation," he saicl.

He added that he was very

irnpressed by it as a rnember of

declare a groundr,r 'ater etner'-

gency :rncl acldr ess issues r i f '

salt-water intrusior-r in sotrt lr

corurty aquifbls.

" ' Ihis is the worst res()ur-ce

loss by saltwatcr intrtrsion :rny-

where in the world," ire said.

He is a vocal cr i t ic of 'hea'uy
continued on page 13
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sol i r l  l ) ( )w(]r ' .  I  lc  s: r ic l  I l t i t l ly  lot  n l  col ) t l '? tc l to l 's  a l -e aht :ad

o l -  t l r t '  ( -u r -v ( : ,  s t ' t t c l i t t q '  c t t t l l l oyc t : s  l i r r  t ra i t r i t - t g  i t t  t rew

t  t ' c l t  t t o log i t ' r s .

" ( ) r r c  t l r i r r c  s r t t t t l t  ( l l r r z  ( )o t rn ty '  has  i s  t : l l e t tL , "  l t e

s : r i d .  " l h rs i r r< :ss  l u t s  scc t r  t l r t '  l i - - l r t .  T l rey ' re  r ro t .  w : t i t i r rg

{ i r r -q r>vc r ' r ) r r l ( ' l ) t  t<>  te l l  t l t e l r t  r v l r l t t  t o  c lo . "

Creating Jobs and Housing

Rer l t 've lo l ) rnr : r ) t  f i r r rc ls  s l tou lc l  be t rset l  to  e l tcoL l r *

: lr t=c l t trsirrcss clct 'clolrtr tctt t  t l l : t t  lvot l lcl  l l rovit le both

jo l ls  ar rc l  ur r  : t ( l t l i t i t l r r : r l  tax  l l tse ,  l t ' corc t l t tq  t t l  severa l

t ' i r s t  D i s t  r i c l  r ' : r r r t l i t l u t cs .

Lt 'opol<l rvorr lcl  l ike to sce t l lc cotttr fy t tse rer, level-

( ) l ) n l ( ' n t  l i r r r < l s  l r r r < l  l : r r r < l  t i r r  l r : r i n i t t g  c e t l t e r - s  f o r

"g- r ' ( : r . : l r - ( '<> l l : r r ' "  - jo l rs ,  s t t t 'h  us t l l ( )se i t r  t l te  burqeot t ing

so l lu-  i r t< l r rs t  r '1 ' -

"Wt :  s l ro t r l r t  y r r  ov i t t ( )  { r 'e r . l } - t 'o l la r '  I iob]  t t -a i t i ing in

L ivc  ( )nk to  : r l low kr< i t l  peopl t '  to  get  gooc l  loca l jobs

that  wi l l  L rc  l rc r  t :  in  t l re  f i t t r r re , "  he sur ic l .

I I t '  wot r l r l  t rsc  t : r lcve loprnet t t  f i rnc ls  to  b t r i lc l  the

l r r r i r r i r rg  ( ' ( ' r l t ( ' r '  l r rc l  thcr r  a l low ( l ; t t l r i l lo  Col legc t t ' r

r r r r l  r t  pr ( )qr ' r rnr  t l t t ' t ' t ' .

F<:: l low r;trrt l i t l ; r t t : :  [)atrrtct '  i lgre:cs that i ts the l{et lc-

vc loprr re  r r t  Agt : r rcy  er ) tc rs  t l t t :  s t : r : t> t - tc l  ha l f  o f  i ts  l i f  e ,  i t

slrorr l t l  rn()v( '  l lwlt) '  f iorrr the sttccttssf ir l  cc-irnmirniry

1 l '<> jcr  ts  o f ' thc  1nst ,  l i kc  p l lks .
"Wt: slr(>rtkt lr t '  t tsi trg rcclcvclolt tnetrt  nlol ley tt l  sttp-

lrorl  iutd r:rr lr l rrct '  srt tal l  r ieiqlrborlr<loc{ retai l  business-

es," . , ; l )r :  s:r id, nt l l inq t lrat [ , ive C)ak r-csidcnts dtt not l t :rve

tr lor al post ol'lit-e, firfl-st:rvit:e grot:ety or rlntg stole.

I r rs t t 'a r l .  t l r t ' y  < i { ' tc 'n  c lo  the i r  s l - ropp i r tg  i t r ,  a t tc l  get t -

r:r : l te sales t:r .x irrcotnc l tor ' ,  r t t : iglrboring cit ies.

Vr t rnq sa i< l  th t '  ( ' ( )unfy  cot t l t l  < lo  nr ( i re  to  suPPot ' t

t 'x ist inu lot ' : t l  t ;r tsi t t t :sscs by hir inu local l i rms wltettel '

t ' r 'poss ib lc ,  w l r ic l r  h t '  d i< l  b1 ' r rs ing loca l  des ig t ters  and

[)r inters fbr al l  l r is canrp:r ign tn;rtcr- ials.

Candidates for Mid-County's two open seats on the Board

of Supervisors havinf l  competing views on local trans-

portat ion issues, from the debate about purchasing Union

Pacific's right-of-way to widening Highway 1.

Balancing Dernand for Housing

Even with a softening housing rnarket, Santa Cruz

County remains one of the nation's nlost erpensive

housins markets. Llnder sL:rte mandate, the county

has iden{,ified several parcels lor high-density, afford-

able housing.

Supcrvisors rnnst bzrlance this need with neighbor-

h<iod concerns aborrr traf l ic, school crowding :rncl

access to services. One way ttle county lras tried to

achieve ttris is by reqtriring developers to include a

percentaqe of affordable unit.s in their projects.

This strategy has not been an effective way to cre-

ate affordable housins. Btrsenlrart said. "All inclusion-

ary housing does is - jack up prices fbr the rest," slre

said.

El len Pir ie disagrees, sayin{ the McasureJ, passerl

in the 
'80s, has a I i ' r- l rcrcc)nt rcquir-c' l I)cnt t l rat c.r 'c:t( t 's

affordable hotrsing that looks l ikc t tre rest ci f 'a r ' reigh-

borhood.

She a lso su l )por tcc i  t t re  r -cc lu i lc rncnt  t l la t  : rny  l : r i rc l

rezoned for  hot rs ing rnust  rnake 10 per '< :ent  o f  i l

alfordable.
"Residential lzrncl is much nlore valuable in this

county than other fbrrns. Whcn yorl rezonc pr()pcrty,

you're greatly irrcr-casine Lhc valtrr: ," shc cxplairtr :cl .
"Si l lcc'  i t 's a publ ic ztct icln that creates the hieher v:r l l re,

the tnoncy shouldr r ' t . jus t  g t - r  i r r to  l t r iva tc  l lo r :kets . "
Lct-r1,rold arrd Diurncr bclth vcl i t .ed corlcefn abotrL

adding addit ional lr ieh-dcr-rsiry housing to ther First

Disr r ic t .

"We st i l l ,  to this d:ry. havc r l l ()r-c'  t l tarr our f ir i r  shzrr-c

I in  t , ive  Oak and Soquc l l , "  Dal lne r -  sn ic l .

Such projects slror-r ld l ;e locaterd irr areirs wit lr  r l te

services and in{r-astr-Llc:tufe to sr.r l tport t l rerrr,  she s.. i i<1.

T'he problern suy-rt ' rvisors rrrtrst zrcldl 'ess, said Pir ic,

is  a  s ta tc  nranc la te  to  ic lcnt i {y  larnc l  lo r  20 un i ts  l t t . r
acre,  a  process the bo i r rd  wc l l t  t l r r -o t rg l r  in  2006 and

could fa<.r:  again.

Everyone's lavori te l i rrnr ci f  al l i rrdablc hotrsing

appears to be rrrobi lc lrornes. Al l  t l re candiclat

everl l {oward Jzrrvis' Iaxp:ryt:r-s'  Associ:rt i<tn-endorsccl

B r r s c r t l r a r t  -  s r r p l , ( ) r ' t  < o r r t i r r r r i n g  t c n (  c o l l t r o l  [ , t r

nrobi lc horne palks artd opl.rose Prop<-rsit ion 98 on t lrc

r-rpcourirre bal l t l t .

First l) istr ict candir- lates spl i t ,  however, on trudget

approaches.

Pisenti  :rnd IJuscrthart wcrrr l<i l ike to cu[ ta.xcs,

while the others havc progr-an'r: j  they f i :el  are worLlr

the cost.

[{ay sr-rmmed it trp l-ry sayirrg, "P<:]oplc have to real-

ize that government pror.icles valu:rble scrvicets tl'ult

trave to be paid fbr:" r


