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Feds arrest 7 county residents
in Bay Area immigration sweep

By ISAIAH GUZMAN
SENTINEL CORRESPONDENT

WATSONVILLE — Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement
agents arrested 25 illegal immi-
grants throughout the Bay Area
Tuesday night and Wednesday
morning, including five in Wat-
sonville and two in Capitola,
an ICE spokeswoman reported

‘Wednesday.

A San Francisco-based ICE
fugitive operations team arrest-
ed illegal immigrants who failed
to comply with a court order for
deportation, according to Lori
Haley, an ICE spokeswoman in
Laguna Niguel.

Six of the people arrested had
criminal convictions, said Haley,
and three were sexual predators.
Haley could not immediately
identify those arrested.

“Our priority is to enforce the
immigration laws as they are,”
she said. “People who are living
in the country illegally and have
been ordered to be deported are
breaking the law.”

Fifteen illegal immigrants
were arrested in Seaside, two

in Salinas and one in San Jose,

* said Haley. She did not provide

specifics on how the arrests
were made, but said fugitive
operations teams normally go
to residences and serve admin-
istrative, rather than criminal,
warrants, meaning agents can-
not enter the homes without the
occupants’ permission.

,Local law enforcement agen-
cles from Watsonville, Capito-
la and Monterey County said
Wednesday they did not par-
ticipate in the raids. It is not
usually the habit of local law
enforcement to assist federal
agents in immigration raids.

So far, in fiscal year 2008, the
three San Francisco-area fugi-
tive operations teams have
made 1,620 arrests, 300 of which
are “criminal aliens.” Accord-
ing to ICE, fugitive operations
teams give top priority to aliens
who pose a threat to national
security and community safe-
ty, including members of street
gangs, child sex offenders and
those with convictions for vio-
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‘I'm just
concerned
that there’s
going to be
panic again
amongst
parents,
workers,
families and
children. Our
local economy
can’t continue
to take these
kinds of hits.’
Tony
MADRIGAL,
SantA CrUZ
COUNCILMAN




