
POWER TO THE PEOPLE
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Leaders from each member organization make the pledge Sunday to better their community.
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Beach Flats resident Maria Gandara talks with Francisco Cerna in the
section reserved for Family Resources Network of Santa Cruz County.

lnterfaith rally
aims to effect

By RAMONA TURNER
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Hundreds of people from Santa
Cruz and Monterey cormties gathered

in Salinas with one
common goal: to
raise their voices

All tltis, under the umbrella of the
Community Organized for a Rela-
tional Power in Action. The group
was formerly known as the Central
Coast Intedaith Sponsors, which was
forrned by religious leaders of vari-
ous belief systems in 2000 to encour-
age accountability among communi-
ty mernbers as well as their elected
officials.

Robert Montague, 70, of Aptos, was
among those to grab a seat at Sher-
wocld HaII in Salinas. He was there
with 25 fellow parishioners from the
Resurrection Catholic Community.

"We're dedicated to trying to help
people work to make the communi-
ty better," he said, noting that he had
never seen snch a diverse group of
God-fear ingpeople colne together for
a cause as irnportant as this one.
"We're concerned with housing when
there are so many people who can't
find affordable housing. "

He said his group also is con-
cerned about the lack of money fot"
public schools and the program
cuts being made to help the state
balance its budget deficit.

"We're seeking solutions that
benefit everyone," Montague saicl.
"It 's all part of the gospel where
we're told to reach out and take
care of our poor and disadvan-
taged."

A number of elected diguitaries
were also there to show their sup-
port, including Rep. Sam Farr, D-
Carmel; Assemblyman Simon Sali-
nas,  D-shl inas;  Santa Cruz's Ci t5r
Council and tnayor; and three
members from Watsonville's City
Council.

The crowd was a jubilant bunch,
vowing to get into the communities
to create change for the better for

all who need it after hearing in.spi-
rational tales from their peers and
religious leaders in both English
and Spanish.

One speaker said that when the
organization was formed three
years ago, someone told him they
thought the idea wasn't worth a
hil l of beans.

The speaker went on to tell a tale
about beans that almost sunk a
ship because they had gotten
enough water on them to cause
them to expand and nearly burst a
hole in the cargo hold.

"Well, we are those beans," the
speaker said, noting the power of
many.

political change

SATINAS

high in working with political lead-
ers to solve social injustices.

ltrose social injustices include solv-
ing the region's housing and health-
care crisis, building safe communi
ties, improving education, faciiitat-
ing imrnigr ation and providing every-
one with economic onnortunities.
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