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Key lssues in Region Tcrrgeted by
COPA Founding Assembly
f-fi'the barurers that hung at

E the back of the stage at
*!- the Founding Assembly

for Communities Organizirlg
for Relational Power in Action
(COPA), resembled pillars on
which the newly formed
organizat ion wi l l  s tand.
Flown ceiiing to floor at the

Jtine 8 event, the banners read
like headlines that have
played themselves over and
over ir '  discussions about

COPA
Cornmurrities Organized for Relational Power in Action
95 Altct trrista Ave
Watsortt,i lle, Cctlifornia 95 0 7 (t

63I ) 728-3210 ph. ancl fc,x

building better communities;
Economic Opportunity, Health
Care, Safe Communities,
Educatiorr, Irnmigration and
Housing.

COPA emerged from the
Central Coarst Interfaith
Sporrsors project which
worked for ttrree years with
cornmunity organizations and
numerous congregations in
Monterey and Santa Cruz
counties. Monterey Bishop
Sylvesier Ryan was one of the

heads of eight religiotrs
der-rominations that gave tl-re
original impetus to the proj-
ect. COPA now ernerges as r,
potent voice for an assembll,
of groups that have the addeci
collaborative power to effeci
change in ways that no indi-
vidual group coulci muster.
Over 1500 leaders fi l leci
Sherwood Hall in Salirras for
the Founding Assembli'.
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"Make iustice your a-im:- relre2s_the .wronged, hear the orplnns plea, defend the widou)," urged Bishop
IUon quoting from the book of Isaiah during his coPAkeynote address.

COPA Comruueo rnoar Plor 15

Fr. Hector Cruz, pastor at
Star of the Sea parish in Santa
Cruz said that the three year
planning process that his
parish engaged in broke new
ground in the parish. "The
issues of immigratior; hous-
ing and employment have
interested both Hispanic and
Anglos in our parish. Once we
shared our stories, a common
bond grew between groups in
the parish who may have
thought before that they did
not share many common
interests."

Fr. Larry Kambitsch, pastor
of lvladonna del Sasso in
Salinas, marveled at how
vride the net had been cast in
gathering COPA support. "I
have been to ail kinds of meet-
ings, workshops and corlven-
tions. But have yon ever seen
Proiestant, Catholic aud

Jewish ministers, pastors,
bishops, elders, deacons and
rabbis, male and female, in the
same auditorium, on the same
stage? Add to this union rep-
resentatives, politicians (fed-

eral, state and local), police
chiefs, Lrospital CEOs, housing
developers, school superin-
tendents and lay leaders of all
kinds. nationalities and back-

grounds. It is a Iocaf united
and powerful movement
gathered together to solve the
pressing problems of our
region."

One distinct feature of the
three year pl4r-uring process
was that organizations and
congregations spent time with
each other and listened to
each other's stories. Vivienne
Moore, parishioner at St.
Angela's parish in Pacific
Grove, was one of the many
who took the stage at the
Assembly to share an individ-
ual story that rang true for
many others. Speaking of her
hometown she said, "Pacific
Grove is where my son took
his first steps. His dad and
grandmother are buried there.
His great-grandmother kept
the town d.y untii 7970.
Before that, the only place you
could get a sip of wine in pub-
lic was at St. Angela's where
my son took his first commun-
ion."

N4oving on to an issue that
a-ffects virtually every com-
rnunity in the diocese she saici,
"My only son had to leave
because he could not earn a
living wage anywhere on the
Monterey Peninsula. My story
is not unique. It is the experi-
ence of other parents and

grandparents throughout our
region who have shared their
stories with me. Not only fam-
ilies of the working pooq, but
mldfle, 3t d upper income

i eamers too."
"with coPA, I believe we

i can restore our regional econ-
omy so our families are not
split up. I believe this is not
the work of one generation
only and with COPA we can
make a beginning."

Like many of the stories told
about the issues of housing,
employment, health care, safe
communities, immigration
and economic opportunity af
the assembly, the point was
both personal and universal.

Looking forward to the long
work ahead for a commurrity
she clearly loves, Vivienne
Moore concluded, "My son's
first child was born yesterday.
My hope is that we keep the
promises we make to orie
another today, here, East of
my son's Eden, so that fami-
lies throughout otrr regiolt are
re-united- and that the lives o[
my grandson's childret-r carr
take root in "the significant
soil" of our family's home-
to\^/r! Pacific Grove, my son's
"first garden." 'b
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COPA Keynote Address by Bishop Rycn
I]ear Friends and
CCE Co-workers.

odav I anr privi ledged
to spt'ak on behalf of the
Central Coast interfaith

Sponsors. First I welcome all
of erur" guests and elected offi-
cials present u,ith us todal'.
We are elated arrd grateful for
yoLrr presence. We see in your

F)resence a bond of solidarity
rt ' i th these hundreds of mem-
bers of CCIS. You see them
here, ordinary fo lks who
a l read i ,  have acconrp l i shed
extraorclinary work under the
directiorr of CCI$ to acl'r ieve
the cloirrg c.rf justice rn'ithin the
neighborhood s and corrr rnuni-
t ies of  c)ur Cerr t ra l  Coast.
Scrrne uf you, guests and elect-
ed officials, have made ctlr"n-
nr i tments  to  jo i r r  i r r  son ie  o f
tJre plarrs irrit iatecl by tlrr: pt'o-
plt '  reprresentr:t l here. We are
derp,lrn grateiul arrcl encour'-
a55ed for t irose commihnents
arrd l iopr that  thc,v wi l l
incl 'ease in tl.re rtear frrturc.

I-ir t lrr f irst r:]rapter trf t l 're
i-,r-,ui,:. , j l: . l saii;,, i t i 'r ' i : .: i i i , i tr. a t- t l rt i-

prophet speak nn l:ehalf of the
l - ,  l  i  t-r  i l , '  l - i r  : ,5t-, :- :  

'  
, [ :r  i  i  i .  \  , ' i i r \ '  ' \ ' ( ] ;- i i

rrt isde't:rls irtun before nt't/
e\ ' { :s:  c i lasr:  r . lcr i t rg evi l ;  learrr  tn

cio gr,r,rc1. l '4aile ;ustice !oLtr
ai t r  r :  red ress t l r r :  t t ' ronged,
' , c i r l  

l l ' t i :  C i t l : i , a ' t l ' S  i - ) i e a ,  i i e  i i : r r C ;

i . i r t : -  \ " , ; i i t ( ) \ { , : .  l l s l .  . l : l h J ,

. f t : r t ' r r r i . r l i ,  i t  r l ea t '  t . n t t t tm l t r ) -

rary of Isaiah adds that oril1'
those who dispense true jus-
tice to the weak and the poor
obtairr  t rue krrorvledge of
Cod. (Jeremiah 22:16). And
the prophet Micah universal-
izes the doing of justice as a
way of l i fe in a phrase rvell
knou'n to all of us: "{l'his) is
what the l-ord requires of us:
to act justly, love tenderly anci
walk hurnbly with our God."
(N'l icah 6:8)

In sum the biblical teaching
on justice is to make things
r ight ,  r ight  re lat ionships
betweerr people on the trasis
of what r,r'e all share in com-
mon, the dignity and sacred-
ness of every human persorl
rt'ith a special option for the
poor arrd the rnarginal irr our
societ ies.

Frurn bcith conviction and
experience lve realize that the
d i g r r i t l ' a n d  s a c r e d r r e s s  o f
ever)/ httman Person can otrl1,
tre realized and protectecl irr
sol idar i t t '  lv i th each other.
Tire nrission of justice is found
in prr:rtectirtpr and rrultt ir i: ig
futrciamental huural'i, ecor \ou r -

i r t ,  scr: in l  arrc i  nnl i i ical  r ights
j ,u r tncrn iL r r€ ,  soc ie , i  j r i s t i ce
rreeds the establ ishmerrt  of
ni in in ium levels cf  part l i rpa-
tion in the various layers of
c(:,n:ririufl i i.n and ci.'.'ic iife.

Ali oi )rou fiere to'ia'/ ivlro

have part ic ipated i r r  t i re se
three years of formation ir-r
CCIS seek not just a minirnal
participation in the social arrcl
polit ical l i fe of yorrr neighbor-
hoods but no less t]ran tire
fullest possible participation
of rrourselves and )/our neigh-
bors in all the areas of deci-
sion makirrg that affects yoir,
yc)ur families ant{ your neigh-
bors.

You have engaged )rour-
selves these last t luee years in
the daunting work of social
justice, seeking to redress tlie
wronged, hear the orpharr's
plea, and to defend the
widovv in their contemporary
dress and renl i ty:  hotrs i r rg,
immigratiorr, education, safe
communitites, health car"e and
economic opportr-rniti'. You
have doue si l  undrr  the
urnbrelia of the CCIS
Sponsors. Nort' i t is t irne for
you to do s0 under voLlr0\r '11
entit lement fis cit izer-is ancl
rnembers of 1r1ipt l lmnV cont-
rnuni t i+ ls.  I t  is  a p,rar"rd
achier,,rlr:rent ancl rJr' i ,- i l" at
possesses rslroIlr\uti$ lLir.Lrt 'e

Fossi l r i t r i t jes l rase'J r) ! r  r , r ' l ' ra t
\ ' ( ) L l  i . . . \ t f -  i . t l ' e a r r l ) '  i ' . L r l t - r i f r -

pl ished.

Please }<novri all of l,uu, t l ial
as y()u no\/€ f  r r l rn our '
detrominationaI spcinsr:rsiri pi
to yoLrr o\vn ittentit ' ., ' ,  stmc-
ture and mission, al l  uf  L ls in
this conlpany uf  re i ig iorrs
sponsors  l v i l l  con t inue the
journey lvith you as pr,.:uci
partners and companions.
The work of  j t rst ice is not
always popular,  and is nevcr
finished, but irr faith to each
other and our Cc'd, al',1'ays an
obligation ancl a clebt rve c)wL,
to eacl"r other and io all for
rvhorn we aclrrocate.

We mu$t,  a lso,  acknolv l -
edge the imrneasurali le debt
we owe to Ken Sniith ;rnd his
staff for their sr-rre guidance of
CCIS from its f irst small steps
to its present collectir,e rrrattr-
r i t1,  and readiness for thr
lvnrk of  just ice in our nr ic lst ,

E,ach irounCing ir,[emlrer'
C)rganizatinrr has seiected trvr: '
leaders tr: coflrrj 0rr stage ct
tl i is t irne to L-'e commissirrrretl.
I  invi te al l  s i ; r tv o[  1,otr  to jo i r"r
l)1€ no\rf orr t l ie stagr: fOr tfrj:,,
c f l l r l t - r  i s l l , : : ' ,  i l ' l i ;  ( - - c t ' r a i :  . , t i .

COI}A
Cclmmutrit ies Organized for Relatiorral
95 Altu ltistu Avc
lValsorn'i I le, ('al ifort ttu q 5 07 6
63 I ) 728-32 I0 plr. urrt l fux

Power in Act io lr
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Lq Reuni6n COPA, Presentqci6n Clqve
por el Obispo Silvestre D. Ryon
Estimados amigos y traba-

iadores del CCIS,

T-I s un privilegio hablar a

|-{ iavor de los Central
I-/ Coast Interiaith
Sponsors hoy. Primero
quisiera decirles bienvenidos
a todos nuestros hu6spedes y
los representantes del gobier-
no presentes con nosotros hoy.
Sentimos jfbilo y agradec-
imiento por su presencia.
Vemos en su presencia un lazo
de solidaridad con estos cien-
tos de miembros del CCIS. Los
ven presentes, personas ordi-
narias que han trabajo 'de

manera extraordinaria bajo la
direccidn del CCIS para
rcalizar la meta de actuar con
justicia en los barrios y comu-
nidades de nuestra Costa
Central. Algunos de ustedes,
hu6spedes y representantes
del gobierno, se han compro-
metido a apoyar a algunos de
los planes iniciados por la
gente representada aquf. Nos
encontramos profundamente
animados y agradecidos por
estos compromisos y esper-
amos que hayan mds dentro
de poco tiempo.

En el primer capitulo del
libro de Isafas podemos
escuchar al profeta hablando

por parte del Seflor: "Alejen
de mis' ojos sus malas
acciones, dejen de hacer el mal
y aprendan a hacer el bien.
Busquen la justicia, den sus
derechos al oprimido, hagan
justicia al hu6rfano y defien-
dan a la viuda" (Is. 7,76).
Jeremfas, casi contemporiineo
de Isafas, agrega que s6lo los
que dispensan una justicia
verdadera a los d6biles y los
pobres obtienen un verdadero
conocimiento de Dios
$eremfas 22,1,6). Y el profeta
Miqueas hace universal el
hacer justicia como un modo
de vida en la frase que conoce-
mos bien: "Ya se te ha dicho,
hombre, lo que es bueno y lo
que el Seflor te exige: tan s6lo
que practiques la justicia, llu€
sepas amar y te portes
humildemente con fu Dios"
(Miqueas 6,8).

En suma, la ensefranza bibli-
ca sobre la justicia es rectificar
todo, las relaciones conectas
entre personas basadas en lo
que tenemos en comrin, la dig-
nidad y la naturaleza sagrada
de cada persona humana con
una opci6n especial por los
pobres y los marginalizados
de nuestras sociedades.

Por nuestra convicci6n y
experiencia, reconocemos que

la dignidad y la naturaleza
sagrada de cada persona
humana solamente puede ser
realizada y protegida en soli-
daridad el uno con el otro. La
misi6n de justicia se encuentra
justamente en proteger y criar
los derechos econ6micos,
sociales y polfticos fundamen-
tales humanos. Adem:is, la
justicia social requiere el
establecimiento de niveles
minimos de participacion en
los varios niveles de la vida
comunitaria y civil.

Todos ustedes presentes hoy
que han participado en estos
tres aflos de formaci6n en el
CCIS buscan no solamente
una participaci6n minima en
la vida social y polftica de sus
barrios sino nada menos que
una participaci6n completa
para ustedes y sus vecinos en
todos los asuntos decisivos
que afectan a ustedes, sus
familias y sus vecinos.

Ustedes se han comprometi-
do durante estos tres aflos
pasados al gran trabajo de la
justicia social, tratando de dar
sus derechos a los oprimidos,
hacer justicia al hu6rfano, y
defender a las viudas en su
realidad contempordnea: de
habitaci6ry inmigraci6ry edu-
caciSn, comunidades seguras,
cuidado de la salud, y oportu-

Ken Smith and his COPA organizing team haae trained leaders from
oaer50areacongre8ationsduringthelastthreeyears

nidades econ6micas. Han
hecho esto bajo el apoyo a los
Patrocinadores del CCIS. Ha
llegado el momento para
hacer estas cosas por su pro-
pio derecho como ciudadanos
y miembros de sus varias
comunidades. Es un momento
de orgullo que ofrece grandes
posibilidades futuras basadas
en lo que ya han alcanzado.

Espero que separy todos ust-
edes, que al mover desde nue-
stro patrocinaje denomina-
cional para formar su propia
identidad, estrucfura, y mis-
i6n, todos nosotros en esta
compafria de patrocinadores
religiosos seguiremos en este

viaje con ustedes como socios
y compafleros orgullosos. La
obra de justicia no siempre es
popular y nunca se acaba,
pero con fe entre nosotros y en
nuestro Dios, siempre es una
obligaci6n y una deuda que
debemos el uno al otro y a
todos para quienes abogamos.

Tambi6n debemos reconocer
la gran deuda que debemos a
Ken Smith y su personal por
haber guiado al CCIS desde
sus primeros pasos hacia la
madurez y disposici6n comu-
nal actual para seguir en el
trabajo para la justicia entre
nosotros.


