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A new faith-based orguiza- mariachi outside the auditori-
tion has formed on the dentral um, whiie inside an organist
Coast, *.n U"r. of which say performed between speakers-
thefare co**itt"a to building ^ Central Coast Intertaith
lowcost housing, ;"inE PPgltott was formed in late
Monteiey Counq € 

"iti"g 
ttoE 200O and has since held sev-

pital and ir"t;fi;-.Oriution _eral dozen assemblies, often
ior Mont"r.i *a-S*tu-4"; with hundreds in attendance,
county residents. where parishi-oners share sto-

Th; mdddenomi- wEN@t 
ries about what wor-

national Communities 
ffirilo 

3qs qery most about

fJH#*"$"f; *"'fi 'tue want to 'HH.,f'ffi? top
Action, oicopA *"^. w01* with :'lttlt; - hgY-tllq'
born sunday at a cer- experts whg ffiff$il' Tlti::emony that was a
cross between an havg neeum care ano JoDS'
a-ctivist rally ;d ; so|lltions. ,#&Tri*ti$;'irJ::
:i;trh:Tl3h&: But finst, we *i'i'ri' cbi'a'i mem-
sprins of centrar have to P:f-:lf thev want to
ioasilt t.daith s 

unDrove'

sors, u w"tron'fifi[ fisten to the ^ eitv oryciais from

lased s'""p r"#:; sxpert$ 0f iffft.r"rtY"*#S
three ye{-s ago, to thg e...*rty,rr* Sirrron
teach residents how _- I-,^_ __ o, Salinas i"a E.p. S"*
to effect change at a Pf00lgmS'
g"qri.oot" r"uEr. ]t 

" t" v-'v"'v' 
mo"o t*?frffi"}

COPA -comprises Haria Elena A;"y t" d"clare their
more than 30 ilanzo comnrifnent to work
churches from eight Madonna.del..- *iGtlr"group.
denominations in Sasso Catholic ;i pi"fig"- to yo,, a
Monterey .and Santa Church ngfrt io-m-"i.e all'hous-
Cruz counties. itig affordable ail over

More than 1,?0.0 qeopl.e, this regi6n," Farr told the
many who -arrived in. church- group. Fe s^ia the ceremony
sponsored bgqg., pqcked into irarlied "one of the most spe.
Sherwood Hall in Salinas to cial davs I've ever seen."
cheer the new organization Exaitlv how Farr or other
and its leaders, their feliow elected officials will translate
parishioners. the group's enthusiasm into'1Me are elated and grateful something tangiUie remains to
for your presence," said be seen. The group on Sunday
Bishop Sylvester Ryan of the celebrated five "agreements"
Diocese of Monterey, which with elected officials:
he said demonskated "solidar-
ity (among) ordinary folk who one of his own staf menrbers
have accomplished exh'aordi- to "develop (a) pian of action
nary u'ork." on housirtg."

Though the topics were > Salinas said he wotild invite
heaqr - pecple shared slories group leaders to join him in
of tinempiolirnenl diug addic- Saci-arnento next week "to
iion and poverh' - the cer* understand the state budget
- 1 - , n \ i  r r r a c  -  f r , c l - i r r e . ! / - r - r q ; o n  ! - f ,  C t i S i S . t '
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> An "action plan," developed
by COPA and Salinas Mayor
Anna Caballero, wiil focus on
community safety.

Mike Kanalakis said he would
meet with the group to discuss
immigration issues.

sor Dave Pofter said he would
meet with COPA in August to
discuss health care, particu-
larly concerns regarding
Natividad lVledical Center.
Faced with a 59.6 million defi-
cit, the counly hospitai is
exoected to cut back on servic-
esj inciuding rnaking 1ayoffs
and closing some clinics.

COPA metnber Pedro

Moreno, a physician at
Natividad, related health care
in Monterey County to a sink-
llg boat. He saici ire was "com-
mitted to saving Natividad and
malring health care affordable
to alJ of our county citizens."

CLAY PETERSON/Soecial to The Herald

Mansha Peoples, top, the
Monterey Distnict Churches
of God in Christ
representative, pins a
Communities 0nganized for
Relational Power in Action
badge on her $oddau$hter,
Alecia Tylen, 5, durin$ thc
C0PA inaugural ceremony
at Shenwood llall in Salinas
on $unday. Above, leaders
are commissioned durin$
the Central Coast
Interfaith Sponsors
Founding Assembly. The fiev.
ffiike Miller', of $acred
ileatt Catholic fihurch ln
$alinas, left, spoke at the
eeremony.

COPA members are essen-
tially parishioners of COPA
menrber churches,
roughlY 30 of v'Li^L "' - 

"' 
" 

'

were r.pt.t.ni!a' ,.,F^oF morg
Sunday. Two people lnfonmation
from each of the 31 ,, i[r.,,,o
"founding member" infoifraiion ,
churches were dgsis- , ,[nri,6[niiaf,,,nated as leaders Sun- ',;TNrl*l"rIL',' -'
dav - ,rr.v *iu iJ"T 

. 'c^o?lt Interfaith'
diJcussionJ ,"a r.,# , ,sponsors can
action teams *hj"#ii 

' be obtained''ny
in hrrn ;;.k 

';fr :callin8 728-3210.
elected bffi;i"t;. 

';"^'"' "":'
'"We want to work

with experts who have solu-
tions," said COPA leader Maria
Elena Marno of Madonna del
Sasso Catholc Church in Sali-
nas. "But first, we have to lis-
ten to the experts of the
problems."

The group will be supported
financially by member-
ship dues, the amount
of which was not dis-
closed Sunday. Some
of that money wiil go
toward the salaries of
COPA's three skrff
ntembers,. lead orga-
ntzer Ken Smith, and
associate organizers
Carol Keeney and Bar-
bara Nleister.


